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newsletter 

F irst of all, may we take this 
opportunity to wish you all a 

Very Merry Chr istmas and a 
Happy New Year . 
Secondly, we would also like to thank 
you for your support this year, we 
have had reasonable attendances at 
our Monthly meetings and the 
feedback has been general l y 
encouraging. 
Lastly, may we take this opportunity 
to apologise for the lack of 
newsletters this year; see the 
following article which explains why 
this has happened. 

We have reached a crossroad.  The 
committee remains under-strength 
from last year and up to six more 
people are required.  We are unable to 
offer you, our members, the service 
you deserve.  We have been unable to 
keep those members who do not 
attend the monthly meetings up to 
date with regular Newsletters and feel 
we are not able to carry on like this 
into 2010.  We need more committee 
members.  There are still several 
vacancies on the committee. 
Our options are simple: 

1.    We fold up the Baldock 
Society.  Be under no 
i l lusion, this is a real 
possibility. 

2.    We carry on as we are.  This 
wil l not happen as the 
committee cannot carry on 
as it is. 

3. We get more committee 
members and get the Society 
back on track.  This is the 
only way forward. 

 

It is up to you. If you feel strongly 
about your town, want to express your 
views and do something positive to 
help protect Baldock and keep the 
Baldock Society viable, join the 
committee now. 
Some people are worried about 
joining committees; they think it will 
involve a lot of “academic”  work and 
this is just not the case.  The jobs are 
many and varied; from help to 
organise speakers, helping out at 
meeti ngs, wri t i ng newsletters, 
preparing posters, publicity, taking 
posters around the town to the shops 
and other places, reviewing planning 
applications and other important 
issues that will affect the town. 
Everyone does what they can, what 

they are capable of, what they have a 
particular interest in, and that is all we 
ever ask.  We are just simply too short 
of people to share the jobs around.  
We need a wider view on the 
important issues we discuss at 
meetings; we need new ideas. In short 
we need YOU! 
So, if you think you can help, please 
let us know at the AGM or before.  If 
you have any worries, you can sit in 
on a committee meeting to see if it is 
for you. 
We see the questions you ask at 
meetings.  We see the interest you 
take when we show planning 
applications to you.  We see the range 
of questions you ask our Councillors 
at the “ Meet the Counci l lors”  
evenings.   
In short WE KNOW YOU CARE 
ABOUT BALDOCK! So do we, so 

please join us on the committee and 
make it work for the members and the 
town. 
We are also in desperate need of 
younger members, so if we continue 
into 2010, then this will be one area 
that the committee will be looking at.  
There will be an item on the AGM 
Agenda in January 2010 to take a vote 
on winding up the Society there and 
then, or continuing if we get more 
potential committee members coming 
forward. 
For those of you who are unable to 
attend the AGM, there is a voting slip 
enclosed so you can express your 
view as to whether the Baldock 
Society has a role and should, or 
should not continue. Please make use 
of it and let us know. 
We need you now more than ever ; 
please don’ t leave it to others and 
then complain when it is no longer 
there!  I t will be too late.  ACT 
NOW, YOUR SOCIETY NEEDS 
YOU. 

Chris Gomm 
CHAIRMAN 

 
The website –  
www.baldocksociety.org.uk 
Unfortunately, Lee Butler is standing 
down at the AGM for personal 
reasons. Lee has managed the web 
site for many years and it remains one 
of the best in Baldock. Lee has 
reviewed its use by the members and 
others and it is clear that this facility 
is not being used a great deal, despite 
it being a library of everything the 
Society does. Lee has very kindly 
offered to keep an eye on the website 
in the future, but it will now only be 
updated for our speaker list as the 
time involved in maintaining the other 
features is just not worth the amount 
of use it gets. We are very sorry to 
lose Lee from the committee, but wish 
him every success in the future and 
thank him for all of his very hard 
work for the Baldock Society. 

An Early Season’s Greeting – A 
message from the Chairman and 
Committee 

Committee still in cr isis 



Town Hall – Things 
seem to be getting worse; 
nothing appears to be hap-
pening and the Town Hall 
is again at great risk.  
There is talk of getting the 
Town Centre Manager set 
up there with office space 
but we are very concerned 
about the long term risk to 
the Town Hall being sold 
off and lost to the people of 
Baldock. 

 Numerous plan-
ning applications – 
Responding to planning is 
our day to day work!  The 
committee reviews the 
planning applications every 
month and comment on 
those that we feel will have 
an effect on the town.  Our 
responses have been used 
by planning officers on nu-
merous occasions and it is 
clear that our views count. 
This would perhaps be the 
greatest loss in the event 
that the Society closed; the 
Society provides a voice 
for its members.  
 

Rentokil Build-
ing – There are plans to 
redevelop the site as a 
nursing home, retaining 
much of the existing build-
ing and open space and 
adding just a few new build 
units along the north eleva-
tion. This will be an ex-
tremely good result for the 
site if it goes ahead, as it 
keeps the heritage of Bal-
dock intact. 
 

Development of 
the Convent Site– 
Work is well under way 
and we can expect to see 
properties being occupied 
next year. 
 

Development at 
72-74 South Road 
Again, there has been an-
other application to build 
houses on the site.  We 
have reviewed the plans 
and made further com-
ments which maintain our 
concern that the proposals 
would be to the detriment 
of Baldock’s architectural 
merit and fears for traffic 
and pedestrian safety mat-
ters.  The previous applica-
tion, which was rejected by 
NHDC Planning, is now at 
appeal pending a decision. 
As a Committee we see no 
issues with development on 
this land, but feel strongly 
it must enhance the area 
and be suitable in scale and 
form. 

 

Waste Recycling 
Plant on Royston 
Road 
Proposals have been put 
f orward for vari ous 
“Recycling Activities”  and 
a new plant, sited on the 
farm land between the rail-
way and the Royston Road 
as you head north-east out 
of Baldock, towards the 
by-pass roundabout. The 
potential activities include: 
Household Waste Recy-

cling, Waste Transfer/
Materials Recovery, Waste 
Electrical and Electronics, 
End of Life Vehicles, 
Small Scale Thermal Treat-
ment, Anaerobic Digestion/
In-Vessel Composting and 
M echani cal /Bi ol ogi cal 
Treatment. We did raise 
this at our meeting in No-
vember.  The Baldock So-
ciety have made represen-
tation to HCC objecting to 
these facilities so near to 
the town and the Clothall 
Common Estate. 

 

Avenue Park Pro-
posals 
Some good news. HCC 
have now consolidated 
their proposals for the large 
park off the Letchworth 
Road.  They are very in-
keeping with the park, keep 
the sports facilities, im-
prove the available activi-
ties for the very young, in-
clude another Youth Shel-
ter, improvements to the 
paddling pool and general 
improvements to the 
boundary fences and vege-
tation. Consultations are 
ongoing and the next phase 
is eagerly anticipated. 
More good news for Bal-
dock thanks to the hard 
work of our Town Council-

Planning update—what’s happening in Baldock? 

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � 
 �

The Baldock Society 
is extending i ts 
collection of Baldock 
Pictures and are 
actively seeking new 
material.  If you have 
any pictures of the 
town, old postcards 
etc., consider donating 
to the Society.  These 
will be used in future 
displays and for other 
suitable uses. 

 2010 
CALENDAR 

Shirley Smith has done 
another wonderf ul 
calendar for 2010, 
obtainable from all the 
usual outlets around the 
town. The calendar 
makes an excellent 
Christmas gift and the 
proceeds always go to 
charity.  Now on sale at 
local pubs and the 
Community Centre..   
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Centre.  We know from 
this year’s April meeting 
that the views of the mem-
bers are detailed and var-
ied, some like it, some do 
not.  
So, if you have a view, 
why not let the people re-
sponsible know.  
The meeting will be 
chaired by Chris Gomm, 
our Chairman, and will be 
a mixture of written and 
ad-hoc questions to the 

Face to Face with the 
Town Centre Designers – 
February 2010 Meeting 

W e are very please to 
confirm that Me-

hron Kirk (Building Design 
Partnership), the Architect 
responsible for the town 
centre enhancement design, 
and Louise Symes, the Pro-
ject Manager for NHDC 
are attending our February 
meeting to hear your views 
on the Enhanced Town 

panel. Points of contention 
previously discussed are 
street lighting, pedestrian 
crossings, parking, bus 
stops, public toilets, the po-
lice station, the wooden 
posts, the paving slabs, to 
name some. 
There is a slip attached, if 
you would like to attend this 
meeting, please let us know 
(you would be under no obli-
gation if you do) as we ex-
pect this one to be a full 
house and may have to be 
restricted to Members Only 
if necessary. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY FOR 2010 
2010 Speakers Already Booked—(Subject to the voting and AGM result on 
continuing with the Society beyond January 2010): 
January 21st       AGM (see notes above) 
February 18 th      Town Centre Enhancements – 9 months later. Mehron Kirk BDP and Louise 
                            Symmes NHDC 
March 18 th          Members’  Evening 
April 15th              Dorothy Abel-Smith – Hertfordshire Building Preservation Trust 
May 20 st              Judy Flack—Thanks for the Memory                           
June  17th             Martin Copping—The River Thames                              
July 15th               TBC 
August 19 th         An Evening with the Baldock District Councillors 
September 16th     Keith Baldwin – A Notebook, a whistle and a truncheon            
October 21st         An Evening with David Garner                                                   
November 18 th    TBC        
December            No meeting 
This year  (2009) we have had some excellent nights and our  speakers have 
excelled themselves.  However , attendances have been down.  We are averaging 
between 30 and 40 at each meeting and it would be good to know why some 
members do not attend our  meetings so we can see what can be improved.  Let us 
know what you think at the AGM.  I f you know of any suitable speakers, please 
let us know so that we can build a list for  future years. 

AGM —Thur sday 21 
January 2010 at 8.00pm in 
the large Hall in the 
Community Centre. 

W e are staying with the 
January AGM as it was 

such a success earlier this year; 
we had a full house and it was 
a good night out for our 
members who attended. If you 
were unable to attend, you 
missed another good evening. 
But don’ t despair, you can 
make up for it by attending the 
next one!  Again, we are asking 
you to let us know if you are 
attending the AGM so that we 
can judge the numbers for 
catering purposes.   Members 
can let us know by sending 
back the slip below.  
There will not be tickets, we 
will just make sure there is a 
space for you and any guests.  
We will be having our AGM 
(approximately 30 minutes), 
followed by the buffet (a good 
mix of cold foods, cheese and 
various snacks), red or white 
wine (for the over 18’s), as 
well as the quiz and raffle.   It 
is always a night full of fun, 
chal l enges and soci al 
interaction, so please make the 
effort to attend. 
Also, during the AGM, we 
would like to confirm the 
issues associated with the 
Town Centre Enhancements 
that you wish us to present to 
our District Councillors, who 
are undertaking a review 
within NHDC during March 
2010. The issues you raised 
previously are as the attached 
summary, would you review 
these and let us know at the 
AGM (or before if you are 
unable to attend) if these are 
still your concerns, so we can 
then formally write to the 
Councillors on your behalf. We 
need to make specific points, 
not just complain, so for 
example, we need to be 
specific about any changes to 
parking hours such as some 3 
and 4 hour bays and where we 
would like them, not just ask 
for more longer parking hours. 

The New Year is 
s t a r t i n g  a n d 
m e m b e r s h i p 
subscriptions are due 
on 1 January 2010. 
Membership rates 

f or  2010 are 
unchanged at £6.50 
f o r  g r o u p 
membership (for all 
at one domestic 
address) and £4.50 
f or  i ndi v i dual 
membership. 
The renewal form is 
enclosed with this 
newsletter. 
 

Memberships 
Subscription 
2010 

Y O U R  
S O C IETY  

N EED S  Y O U !  
 



B aldock Town 
Par tnership – 

Now with a new 
Chairman, new Town 
Centre Manager and 
new Town Centre, the 
Partnership is growing 
the events schedule 
for 2010 with more 
special ist markets 
(French and possibly 
Italian), a Farmers’  
Market, a Baldock 
Day, and a repeat of 
the very successful 
Chri stmas Street 
Market to name a few. 
There are other events 
such as a vintage and 
classic car show being 
discussed as well.  

Other 
Baldock 
Groups 

Baldock Area Police Neighbourhood Panel 

T his group meet four  times a 
year  to discuss the Policing 

I ssu es w i t h  t h e B al d ock 
Neighbourhood Police Team. The 
panel  i s made up of  local 
representatives from the Council 
(both County and Distr ict), the 
Schools, the Chur ches, local 
busi ness, l ocal  gr oups and 
organisations (including the Baldock 
Society), Neighbourhood Watch, 
B r i t i sh  L egi on ,  R esi d en t s 
Associat ions, Pub Watch and 
individuals.  

Local issues are discussed in detail, 
the previous cr ime statistics are 
presented by the Police and between 
t he Panel  and t he Bal dock 
Neighbourhood Police Team, local 
p r i or i t i es ar e set  f or  t he 
Neighbourhood Police Team.  Cr ime 
has been falling in the area,  North 
Her tfordshire remains one of the 
safest counties in the UK, work by 
groups like this assist with that.   

So, if you have any issues that you 
would like to be presented at a future 
Neighbourhood Panel meeting, let us 

know and we can make sure they 
are par t of the overall discussions 
with the Neighbourhood Team. 

1 0  y e a r s  A g o  
Lo o k in g  B a c k  
a t  1 9 9 9  
Chris Gomm was elected Chairman in 
1999, which was his second term in office 
and has served as Chairman since. Janet 
Hammond was in the Chair the year before 
that.  Janet remains one of the strongest 
Committee members and has served the 
Society well over many years.  Arthur 
Thame was, and remains, Treasurer, 
always doing an excellent job and never 
missing a report date for the committee 
meetings.  The George and Dragon was 
about to have a refurbishment by Greene 
King, there were rumours about the 
closure of the Police station, the Manor 

House cast-iron gate posts disappeared, the 
By-Pass was put on hold, we had "Air 
Quality" monitoring in Whitehorse Street 
(whatever happened about that?), we were 
appealing to the members for a 
Secretary and the temporary trolley park in 
Tesco was to remain.  A mixed bag of 
news then, in some instances not much 
different from today©s news.  

The George and Dragon needs to be 
reopened, the Manor House gate posts 
should be restored, we still need a 
Secretary and the rest are issues that have 
resolved themselves, for now.  In 1999, 
the subscriptions were £5.50p and £3.50p 
so today©s subscripti ons remain 
exceptional value for those who attend the 
monthly meetings, bearing in mind most 
guest speakers now make a charge. 

3 0  y e a r s  A g o   
Lo o k in g  B a c k  
a t  1 9 7 9  
The committee was at full strength, 
chaired by Vivian Crellin.  The news of 
the day was that the Community Centre 
was getting nearer to being used, talk of a 
by-pass, widening of the High Street, the 
committee were then looking at getting 
involved with the planning applications 
and at the 1978 AGM, the members 
requested the committee to adopt the role 
of "watchdog" over the town and the 
planning applications, a full range of guest 
speakers were organised and it was much 
along the lines the Society operates today. 

Interesting to note that it was at the 
November 1978 AGM (which had an 
attendance of 74 members) that it was first 
muted that the Society should become 
involved with Planning Applications, a 
major part of the work undertaken these 
days by the committee.  Subscriptions 
were £1.00p and £0.75p, the range of 
speakers covered subjects from "The 
Rebuilding of Tuthill Manor" to "Two 
Baldock Breweries" as well as a talk 
on "Chairs" by Bruce Moss. 


